
Dear Parents, 

 

The New York Times calls Twitter “One of the fastest-growing phenomena on the 

Internet.” TIME Magazine says, “Twitter is on its way to becoming the next killer app,” 

and Newsweek noted that “Suddenly, it seems as though all the world’s a twitter.” 

So what is it and why and how will I want your student to use it? 

Twitter is a social networking and microblogging service that enables its users to send 

and read messages known as tweets. Tweets are text-based posts of up to 140 

characters displayed on the author’s profile page and delivered to the author’s 

subscribers who are known as followers. Senders can restrict delivery to those in their 

circle of friends or, by default, allow open access. All users can send and receive tweets 

via the Twitter website, Short Message Service (SMS) or external applications. While 

the service costs nothing to use, accessing it through SMS may incur phone service 

provider fees. The website currently has more than 100 million active users worldwide. 

What are the applications in the classroom? 

Our class is reading the novel My Brother Sam is Dead. Each character has been given 

a twitter account. Your student has been assigned a specific character to follow through 

the novel. What are the conflicts? What is he thinking and why? Twittering as the 

assigned character is one more tool designed to allow your student to place themselves 

in their character’s shoes. They can see the situations from their character’s point of 

view. They can anonymously respond to each other, in character online, in class and at 

home via twitter. They also have the opportunity to tweet from their cell phones, (WITH 

PARENTAL PERMISSION) just as they would communicate with their friends normally. 

The idea is to see how well the students can understand the concepts in the novel from 

their character’s point of view and how well they will interact with each other, using the 

technology and take on the personalities of the character they represent. 

All characters can be reached via a direct URL as well as Twitter and phone Tweets. 

Students will be given the opportunity to use technology in class. Students will be given 

a step by step presentation of proper technology and Twitter policy rules and usage and 

requirements. Because the students will be using a fictional character’s name and 

preassigned password none of the student’s personal information will be posted or used 

in any way on the internet for this assignment. 

I will have access to monitor all posting by all students which will be private and limited 

to classmates reading this novel only. 

 



Blogging 

Wordpress.com 

Setting up an account 

1. Click to set up a new account 
2. Choose a username. Note that this username will be the name of your webpage. For 

instance, my username is sggsnews. The blog address is sggsnews.wordpress.com. 
3. Create a password that you will remember but is private. 
4. Add you email address at school. 
5. GIMME A BLOG! 
6. It will create a log page for you automatically. 
7. At the top of the page, there is a link for My Dashboard. Click it. 
8. In the left pane, about half way down, there is a link for Appearance. Look through the 

backgrounds, preview a few and then activate the one you would like for your blog. This 
is changeable later so don’t fret. 

9. Setting – Privacy. This is where you can either  
a. set your blog to public, like the sggsnews,  
b. set it to private where you have to type in the email addresses and each 

approved user must have a wordpress account and are limited to 35 users  
c. or set it as password protected where unlimited numbers of users are given a 

username and password and can all login with that info. 

 
Adding our first post 

1. Actually wordpress adds the first post for you. It is called Hello World. We will add the 
second post now and then delete the Hello World post as it is for display purposes only. 

2. In the left panel, click POSTS – ADD NEW. 
3. A new window will open. At the top, there is a place for the title of the posting.  

Add one. 
4. The next field is where you can type you posting. Note that you can change how the font 

looks, like Bold or Italics. Bullets and numbering can also be added.  
Add a sentence or two as your first posting. 

5. Just about the posting block, there is a upload button where you can upload photos to be 
included in that particular posting. 

6. In the upper right hand panel, you can choose whether you would like to save this as a 
draft (to be finished later perhaps) or whether you would like to publish it now. 

7. Optional: In the lower right hand panel, you can add a category if you would like.  
As your blog gets more entries, you might find that it is helpful is you can sort the topics. 
The categories would be your topics. If you do add categories, you can select for each 
posting, which category this posting will fit into. 

8. View your first post. Congratulations! You are a blogger! 

 


