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Is There a Moodler in You? 

Moodle can increase students’ writing, 

communication, participation and collaboration 

skills in the content they need to master! 

A New School Year…New Teaching Challenges! The World Wide Web 

Tim Berners-Lee, developer of  the 

“WWW”, in 1989, wanted to “make a 

collaborative medium, a place where 

we could all meet and read and write.” 

In 2010, we are all “publishers”.  

Why Do We Believe in This Teaching Tool?  
Using Moodle this year will: 
•   Allow us not to study what we already know.  
•   We get right to the heart of our new material.  
•   Understanding the “why”; the bigger picture of our studies.  

How Do the Students Benefit? 
Using Moodle this year will: 
•    Challenge students with new material. 
•    Students can focus on our key concepts to gain better understanding. 
•    Students can apply what they are learning and get immediate feedback 
    from peers and teachers.  

Moodle 
An open source course management system for 

educators that allows you to create an online course 
for your students! 

!  It’s a free application that must be hosted on a server, either one of  
    your school servers, computers or a web hosting company. 

! Moodle is more complicated and can cost money to host. Best to 
   collaborate with others. 

!  We use Go Daddy. They always have online coupons. For the  
    domain name, privacy and 1 year of  hosting services, the cost was 
    $74 (after 25% coupon). If  you split the cost, it’s easier. 

!  Lynda.com is an online provider of  classes. For $25 for a month, you 
    can access over 800 courses – and Moodle is one of  them.   
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Moodle has online support 
and a community that will 
help you with technical 
issues. 

On each page, “Moodle 
Docs” takes you to online 
documentation related to 
what you are trying to do.  

Our domain name is 
www.teachandlearntogether.com/moodle 
Once Moodle is downloaded and installed 
on your server, you are taken through 
steps to name and create your course, to 
choose and assign roles and create user 
names and passwords. You can see our 
class name and teacher with a short 
description and a calendar on the login 
page. 

This is the front 
page of our class 
before we log in. 
You login in the 
upper right. 

Once logged in, you 
will have to “turn 
editing” on so that you 
can work – whether 
administrator, teacher 
or student. We have a 
welcome message 
and Week 1 is set up 
and ready to go! 

Editing is “turned on” for 
me as the teacher. Here I 
can “Add a resource” like 
notes or a web page. I 
can also “add an 
assignment” for a written 
response, a discussion 
forum or even an online 
chat – if we were all 
online with our netbooks, 
e.g.    

I can change my role to 
that of a student so I can 
see how any changes I 
make throughout the 
course will appear to the 
students. This is what 
they see.  

If you look at the bottom 
of the top page, you will 
see a smiley face and 
“Moodle docs for this 
page”.  

When you click on the 
link, it opens helpful 
documentation to explain 
how to use the particular 
page you’re on. This 
Moodle doc refers to the 
course homepage.   
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When  you click on the 
“Summer Course Outline”, a 
Word document is forced 
downloaded and opens to 
reveal the outline of the course. 

Under the summer course 
outline, there is the “News 
Forum” which is shown in the 
bottom window with a message 
from me, the teacher. When I 
compose a message in this 
forum, it is automatically mailed 
out to all the participants. You 
can use “plug ins” with Moodle.  
We used a plug entitled, 
“Quickmail”.    

Let’s add some resources to 
our Moodle course. First, we’ll 
choose to “compose a web 
page”. You can directly cut 
and paste text but you have 
limited formatting ability in this 
section.  

When we click on “Week 1 
Objectives”, a window opens 
to display the objectives for 
the week.  

Another web page 
resource of “Week 1 
Web Links” has been 
added. Students can 
click on a link to visit web 
sites that correlate 
directly to the material 
we are studying. These 
web links were provided 
by the publisher.   

This page was created 
by adding the resource 
“Link to a file or a web 
site”. This is the 
vocabulary activity on 
McDougal-Littell’s 
Classzone website.  

Now that we have created 
resources for our class, we 
can start to “Add an activity”.  
There is a wide selection from 
having students upload files or 
term papers, to online chats, 
discussion forums, creating 
and adding to databases, 
quizzes, surveys and wikis  
among others.  

Here we clicked on Week 1’s 
Assignment to learn what the 
students must do this week. 
There is a link to the Week 1 
Web Links so students are 
reminded of this resource. 
You’ll note that the student is 
told “You have not submitted 
anything yet”.  
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When you click on “edit my 
submission” a window 
opens in which you can 
answer the assignment. 
Then you “Save changes” 
to submit your work. 

When the student selects 
“The Migration to America” 
link, he/she is brought to this 
page which explains that they 
are to view the movie, and 
give a reason, other than 
climate, why people migrate. 
This page is a discussion 
page, so the whole class will 
see the “threads” the 
answers of the other students 
in the class. As you can see 
there are no discussion 
topics yet.  

Our course is designed so that 
the students take the quiz at the 
end of the week’s work. They 
may take the quiz as many 
times as they want and they can 
change their answers. But when 
they begin a new attempt, 
Moodle changes the order of the 
questions and shuffles the 
answers for the multiple choice 
questions.   

Here is our quiz. The students 
can submit their answers right 
away for immediate feedback or 
wait until they are finished. We 
chose to set a 30 minute time 
limit and to give them the option 
of unlimited attempts. You can 
do it differently. Moodle grades 
the quizzes and you can print 
reports.  

 


