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Improving Comprehension 
Instruction

Questioning: 
The Strategy that Propels 

Readers through Text

Presented by:  Lisa Nash, Ed.S.

Being Able to Ask Questions…

• Students who answer their own questions 
show improvement in reading 
comprehension.

• When students know prior to reading that 
they each need to think of a question 
about the text, they read with an 
awareness of the text's important ideas.

Being Able to Ask Questions…

• helps students establish a purpose for 
reading and be more focused.

• encourages students’ curiosity  enough to 
stay with the material until they understand
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Gradual Release of Responsibility

Teacher Modeling

Guided Practice

Collaborative Practice

Independent Practice

Teacher Modeling

•• ShowingShowing students how good readers think

• Telling is NOT teaching

• Think alouds

• photos / illustrations 

• picture books

• personal reading material

• classroom materials

• short text / lifted text

Model to students that questions 
can come….

• Before Reading
• During Reading
• After Reading

• Before Reading
• During Reading
• After Reading
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Guided Practice

• Guided Practice provides kids 
with a scaffold to help them 
grow towards independence.

Guided Practice

• The teacher and students practice the 
strategy together in a shared reading 
context.

• The teacher scaffolds the students’
attempts and supports their thinking

• The teacher give student appropriate 
feedback to support strategy use.

Collaborative Practice

• Students share their thinking with each 
other in pairs or small groups.
– Turn and Talk

• Teacher moves around the room 
assessing students’ needs and providing 
appropriate support.
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Independent Practice

• After appropriate support has been 
given, students try practicing the 
strategy on their own.

• Students’ receive regular feedback 
from the teacher and other students.

• The goal of comprehension instruction 
is to help all students take responsibility 
for their own learning and be self-
directed rather than teacher directed.

Question Analysis

• Thick v. Thin
• Question Answer Relationship (QAR)
• Coding Questions

• “You understand that hearing others’
questions inspires new ones of your 
own; likewise, listening to others’
answers can also inspire new 
thinking.”

» Debbie Miller


