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Introduction 

Creative Writing provides opportunities to refine students’ creative writing skills 

and abilities beyond those in a required language arts curriculum. 

Creative Writing encourages students to see creative writing as a unique way of 

thinking and a means of constructing and conveying meaning in unusual and 

perhaps comical ways. 

Creative Writing encourages students to explore and develop their own styles. 

Creative Writing allows students to experience connections between their own 

writing and the writing of others! 

 

Aim and Goals 

The aim is to allow students the opportunity to develop more articulate styles and 

become more confident writers. 

Goals are: 

 To develop appreciation of literature in all its forms 

 To increase proficiency in writing, reading, speaking 

 To promote personal growth and social development through students’ use 

of language 

 To have fun    

 

Teaching Creative Writing 

Students learn through experiences with language. 

The focus of the each class should be  a specific idea. 



Teachers must provide latitude in students’ use of language. However, it must 

always be in good taste. 

Writing activities should be planned around the age/interest of the class. 

Creative writing should always be seen as a product of one’s imagination. 

The teacher should write along with the students in the classroom. 

Students should share what they write.   

 

(http://www.sasked.gov.sk.ca/docs/cw20/intro.html) 

 

Warm-up Activities 

 

1. Good but Bad – Students are asked to give a positive adjective for a common 

noun but then give a negative adjective. 

Example:  delicious but fattening sandwich, difficult but necessary homework, 

colorful but odd painting  

 

2. What’s In a Name?  Begin with a name and see how many words you can 

create from the letters in that name. 

Example:  Sal = salad, salty, salamander, salute, salmon 

Tom = tomb, tomato, tomahawk, etc. 

Ed = education, edgy, editorial, edifice  

 

3. Black & White – Have students think of things that are black & white. 

 

http://www.sasked.gov.sk.ca/docs/cw20/intro.html


4. Write a “For Sale” ad for an item, a sibling, a pet you can no longer keep. 

 

5. Think of as many ways that 2+2 does not equal 4. 

Example:  2y’s +2o’s = 1 yoyo 

2squares + 2squares = a rectangle 

2 quarters + 2quarters = .50 

 

6. Complete this picture   o---o 

 

7. Illustrated Words – Find a way to illustrate a word and show its meaning by 

the way you write it or arrange it letters 

 

8. Think of a number of ways to represent the number 5. 

 

9. Name Sentences!  Create a sentence from a person’s name with each word of 

the sentence sequentially beginning with the letter in the name.                               

Example:   SANDY – Silly Anna never does yard work. 

                                       Samantha and Nancy do yoga. 

 

10.  Brainstorm about things you would like to find in your mailbox. 

11.  Brainstorm about things that come in threes. 

12.  Create a shopping list for Ben Franklin, Cinderella, or Shakespeare. 

13.  Rename the “The Wizard of Oz”. 

14.  Brainstorm famous pairs. Example:   Romeo &Juliet, salt & pepper,      

15.  Give reasons for sleeping in. 

 



 

 

Let’s Write! 
 

Have students decorate a heart with images, words, graphics that depict who they 

are.  There must be at least 15 entries.  These entries can be names of pets, sports 

they enjoy, bands they enjoy,  foods they love, etc.  The more entries, the more 

meaningful the heart.  Encourage them to use color, stickers, etc. to demonstrate 

who they are. 

 

Confession of a Secret!  Students are to write a fictitious story about a huge secret 

they have been keeping and can no longer conceal.   It could be about a family 

member, something they have done, something they have witnessed, or something 

they overheard.  Have students share these secrets! (Writing length, 8-10 sentences) 

Journal Entry!  Have students write a journal account of getting stood up for an 

event or not receiving an award they were certain they were receiving.  Have them 

explore their feelings when they realized their situation.  Have them include details 

about where they were, what time it was, and how they felt physically when they 

were let down. 

Thank You Note!  This assignment is a great way to review the parts of a letter:  

heading, salutation, body of the letter, complimentary close, and signature.  But this 

letter is not just any thank you note.  It is a note of thanks to their grandparents or 

favorite Aunt Edna thanking them for a most unusual and odd birthday gift.  It can 

be a ridiculous sweater with a moose head on it or a book on fungi in North America.  

But remind them, it must sound heart-felt!  



Letter to the Principal!  This assignment is always a favorite.  Have your students 

compose a letter to the principal “begging” him/her to get them out of your creative 

writing class.  Allow them to “let you have it.”  Sharing these letters is always a blast!   

If the Shoe Fits!  This assignment is written from the perspective of the shoe.  

Imagine being a pair of cleats, a stiletto, or a pair of workboots.  Describe what it is 

like to be that shoe.  Personify them so they can hear, smell, feel, taste, and see what 

is going on.  (Bring in a selection of shoes from which the students can choose.)  

Have them (the shoe) describe the experience of being put on by that foot and 

where that foot takes them. 

Haiku – This traditional Japanese poem consists of 17 syllables in a 5-7-5 syllable 

pattern.  There is often a kigo or seasonal reference or the subject matter may focus 

on a positive human trait such as love, beauty, kindness.  Nature is often the subject 

matter of what many believe is the smallest literary form. 

Grass 

Soft green gentle shoots 

Tickling under tender toes 

Nature’s fine carpet 

Lowku – This non-traditional version of the Japanese haiku is the invention of an 

American professor. Although the syllabic pattern is the same as the haiku, the 

subject matter is quite the opposite.  Lowkus focus on the less than ideal things in 

life, the gross, the mundane, often… the disgusting. 

Dandruff 

Small white flakes of scalp 

Speckled spots that look uncool 

Brush them all away  

After the students have completed both a haiku and a lowku, have them divide a 

piece of construction paper in half and copy and illustrate each.  These generally get 

a lot of attention when hung in the hallway.  



The Five Sense Poem – As you might imagine, this simple straightforward poem 

focuses on each of the five senses.  These poems are easy to write, yet are powerful 

in their simplicity.  Decide on a theme and then each sense must describe that 

theme.   Example:                                                Doctor’s Office 

1.  I see my name on the chart in the slot on the door. 

2.  I smell that sterile environment smell. 

3.  I hear a child whimpering in the next room. 

4.  I feel the tissue paper under my legs on the metal table. 

5.  I taste the plastic thermometer in my mouth....I hate going to the doctor! 

 

 

 

 

A diamante is a seven line poem, shaped like a diamond. 

square 

symmetrical, conventional 

shaping, measuring, balancing 

boxes, rooms, clocks, halos 

encircling, circumnavigating, enclosing 

round, continuous 

circle 

Line 1:  one word 

(subject/noun that is contrasting to line 7)  

Line 2:  two words 

(adjectives) that describe line 1  

Line 3:  three words 

(action verbs) that relate to line 1  

Line 4:  four words (nouns) 

first 2 words relate to line 1 

last 2 words relate to line 7  

Line 5:  three words 

(action verbs) that relate to line 7  

Line 6:  two words 

(adjectives) that describe line 7  

Line 7:  one word 

( subject/noun that is contrasting to line 1)  

  



Traci’s List of Tens –  http://www.tengrrl.com/tens/017.shtml  

 

  

 traci's lists of ten  

 

The Magic Eight Ball says, “BETTER NOT TELL YOU NOW” 

Traci's 17th List of Ten: 

Ten Creative Writing Activities 

Posted to ACW-L, WCenter, NCTE-Talk, and TEACH on 1/22/99.  

During the Fall, a couple teachers asked me to tackle a list of creative writing assignments. 
It's taken me a while, but here they are.  

While they are all phrased for creative writing assignments here, many of them could be 

revised to work for other kinds of essays. The Show & Tell assignment and the Scavenger 
Hunt assignment, for example, could easily become descriptive essays. The Childhood Place 
short story could be revised to be a personal narrative.  

1. [Show & Tell] Children in elementary school look forward to show & tell days 
eagerly. After all, it's the day that they can openly bring their special treasures to 
school and share them with everyone. But the point isn't just to bring the objects to 
school, but to tell others about them, to share details that help others understand why an ordinary 
teddy bear or a banged up toy dump truck is something special. For your writing assignment, choose 

something for show & tell, but rather than bringing your object to class, your job is to write a short 
story or poem that shows us the object and tells us why it's important to you. You'll need to use lots 
of details to demonstrate the significance of the object -- use your words to create images that 
*show* readers the object and why it is important to you. 

2. [Jumble Story] Preparation: Have students choose three numbers (from 1 to 10). Each number 
corresponds to an item on the list below. The first number is the character their stories are to focus 
on, the second number is the setting for their stories, and so forth. 

 
Assignment: Write a story with the character, setting, time period, and situation that you've chosen. 
The character that you've chosen should be the main character in the story, but isn't necessarily the 
ONLY character in the story. Likewise, most of the story will take place in the setting that you've 
chosen, but you can include other settings or elaborate on the setting that you have chosen 
(breaking it into several smaller settings, for example). The situation or challenge that you've chosen 
may involve the main character or your main character may observe someone else who must deal 

with the situation or challenge. In other words, you can combine these elements anyway that you 
desire, so long as all four are included in your story. 

Character 

1. a new mother  

 
links  

lists of ten 
lesson plans 

technotes 
reviews 

changelog 
who is tengrrl 

search 

 
tens links 
by subject 

chronologically 
faqs and whatnot 
copying & sharing  

http://www.tengrrl.com/tens/017.shtml
http://www.tengrrl.com/tens/index.shtml
http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/author_detail.asp?authorid=3
http://www.tengrrl.com/technotes/
http://www.tengrrl.com/reviews/
http://www.tengrrl.com/blog/index.shtml
http://www.tengrrl.com/about.shtml
http://www.tengrrl.com/search.shtml
http://www.tengrrl.com/tens/index.shtml
http://www.tengrrl.com/tens/chron-index.shtml
http://www.tengrrl.com/tens/faqs.shtml
http://www.tengrrl.com/tens/sharing.shtml


2. a photographer  
3. a recent high school graduate  
4. a restaurant owner or manager  
5. an alien from outer space  
6. a homeless child  
7. a 93-year-old woman  
8. an environmentalist  
9. a college student  

10. a jazz musician  

Setting 

11. near a National Forest  
12. a wedding reception  
13. a celebration party  
14. an expensive restaurant  
15. a shopping mall  
16. a city park  
17. the porch of an old farmhouse  
18. a polluted stream  
19. a college library  

20. a concert hall  

Time 

21. during a forest fire  
22. after a fight  
23. the night of high school graduation  
24. after a big meal  
25. sometime in December  
26. late at night  
27. after a big thunderstorm has passed  
28. in early spring  
29. first week of the school year  

30. during a concert  

Situation/Challenge 

31. an important decision needs to be made  
32. a secret needs to be confessed to someone else  
33. someone's pride has been injured  
34. a death has occurred  
35. someone has found or lost something  
36. someone has accused someone else of doing something wrong  
37. reminiscing on how things have changed  
38. someone feels like giving up  



39. something embarrassing has just happened  

40. someone has just reached an important goal  

 

3. [Scavenger Hunt] This assignment has two parts. Part One: For the next week, you're on a 
scavenger hunt. Usually, when you have a scavenger hunt, you physically gather objects on a list. 

Instead of gathering the objects on your list, write complete descriptions of the items as you find 
them. You'll use these descriptions in an assignment next week. 

an angry exchange something unpleasant 

an out-of-place object something fresh, new, or unused 

a well-loved object a lost or forgotten object 

something well-used a home-made or hand-made object 

4.  

 
Part Two: Write a short story incorporating at least half of the descriptions that you found in your 
scavenger hunt. Weave in details, words, and phrases from your descriptions, but be discriminating -

- use the details, words, and phrases that fit well and help your story. Rewrite and revise the original 

description as necessary. Feel free to break them up, rearrange them, or add more information. 

5. [Embellish An Ad - Inspired by an assignment described in the movie Mr. Blandings Builds 
His Dream House.] Choose an advertisement from the Classifieds section of a recent newspaper. 
Use the advertisement as the starting point for a short story that explores the people and situations 
behind the ad. Who wrote the ad? What was the writer's motivation (beyond buying or selling an 

item)? What kind of life does the writer have? What is the social setting behind the ad? What kind of 
family or community is involved? Using the advertisement as your starting point, create the story 
behind the ad that you've chosen. Here are a couple of example ads in case you have trouble finding 
one on your own: 

For Sale 

CLOTHING, UT apparel. Worn only a few times by former UT athlete. 

Wanted To Buy 

BICYCLE, free. Working poor. I'm married with 2 small children. Need bike and helmet to 

work nights. I use Capital Metro for day job-school. 

6.  
 

[NOTE: You could create a similar assignment where students take the facts in a newspaper story 
and write a fictionalized account of the people and situations referred to in the story.] 

7. [Historical Fiction] Choose a historical figure whom you know something about. Choose one of the 
following sentence beginnings below, and complete the sentence for your figure. Compose a short 

story in first-person, speaking as the historical figure where you explain the figure's wish, dream, or 
fear. 

The thing that I regret most about my life is _____________________.  



If I could accomplish one more thing, I would ___________________.  

The accomplishment that I am proudest of is ___________________.  

If I could live anywhere in the world, I would choose ______________.  

The saddest moment in life was when ________________________.  

My favorite childhood memory is _____________________________.  

The thing that scares me the most is _________________________. 

8.  

9. [Confess a Secret] Create a character who has a secret to confess, but who is afraid to confess it. 

Write the diary or journal entries that your character would write as she or he considers the secret, 
explores why it needs to be confessed, thinks about who will be affected if the secret is known, and 
considers why she or he is afraid. Write a series of diary or journal entries, as if they were written 
over a period of several days or a week. In the entries, you can incorporate the main character's 
interactions with others and explore the ways that the day-to-day events that the character 
experiences influence the way that she or he thinks about the secret and confession. Your character's 

decision to tell (or not) should be revealed in the final diary or journal entry. All the entries need to 

work together as a whole -- they should sound like the writings of a single person, and should show 
consistency from one entry to the next (for example, if the person writes in the diary that she is 
afraid of water in one journal entry, it would be inconsistent to have her mention that she had been 
water skiing in the entry written two days later). 

10. [Random Words Epigraph] Step One: Randomly choose 15 entries from your dictionary. Just flip 
through the pages, close your eyes, and put your finger down on the page. Copy down the word that 

is closest to your finger. If your finger lands on a word that you don't know, you can choose the word 
just above or just below it. For the purposes of this assignment, count paired words as a single entry 
(for instance, "melting pot" is listed as a single entry). 
 
Step Two: Shape your list of dictionary entries into a poem, using at least ten of the entries (you can, 

of course, use them all if you want). You can add articles, helping and to be verbs, coordinating 
conjunctions, and prepositions. 

 
Step Three: Use your poem as an epigraph for a short story. Compose a story that incorporates the 
themes and images that are included in your poem. The relationship between the poem and your 
short story should be clear to your readers, but it should not be stated explicitly in your story. Your 
job is to use the poem as a jumping off point. You can add more images and themes, but those that 
are included in your poem should be the major images and themes in your story. 
 

[NOTE: you could, of course, end with Step Two, having students write poems only.] 

11. [Place Poem] To write a place poem, choose a place that you remember well and want to share 
with others. This poem relies on your filling in a form. If you're unsure of the parts of speech, check 

your grammar handbook. Here's the format: 

3 adjectives cool, quick, smooth  



an abstract noun beauty  

a participial phrase flowing swiftly downward  

2 prepositional phrases over the edges of reality  

2 participial phrases defying sense 

compelling sighs  

the place name fallingwater  

12.  
You can format your poem anyway that you like. Use more punctuation or less. Change the line 
breaks. Align the words with the margin. Use capital letters, play with the arrangement of the words 

on the page, and so forth. Be creative! 
 
NOTE: I was thinking about BioPoems when I wrote this, but I wanted to do something different, 
something that focused on connecting grammar terms to writing, and something that gave the writer 
more control over the content. Info on the BioPoem is available at Educator's Reference Desk. 

13. [Childhood Place] Think of an important place or event from your childhood. Write a fictionalized 

story about a child who goes to this place or this event as a children's book for someone about the 
same age that you were when you were in the place or involved in the event. Because you're writing 
a fictionalized record of the place or event, your details don't have to conform to actual truth. You 
can weave two or three (or more) memories about the place together in one story. You can make up 
things about the place that you're not sure of or that you wish had occurred. Your story should show 
how you thought and felt about the place or event as a child. Your reader has never been to the place 
you are describing, so you will need to use specific, concrete details which make the place vivid and 

your perspectives clear. 
 
IMPORTANT NOTE: Choose a place that you are comfortable talking about and sharing with other 
people. Don't dredge up memories that you don't want to deal with or aren't ready to deal with. If 
you're having trouble writing about a childhood place, talk to me and we'll find an alternative with 
which you do feel comfortable. 

14.  [Found Treasures] Preparation: Gather a collection of odds and ends, and sort them into small 

paper lunch bags. You might include anything you have lying about -- a marble, a fortune from a 
fortune cookie, a bird's feather, a photo of a little girl and her dog, a poker chip, and so forth. You 
might have a bag for every student, a bag for a group of students, or one bag for the entire class. 
 
Writing Assignment: The bag you've received stores a collection of treasures left behind by someone. 
Your job is to write a short story that depicts the character who gathered the objects and shows why 

the objects are important to the character. How do the objects connect to one another -- or do they? 
Why has the character saved the objects? What do they tell you about him or her? How old is the 
character, and how old was the character when these objects were collected? Do you think they were 
all collected at the same point in the character's life? Spin out a tale from these treasures that your 
character has left behind.  

Originally Posted February 8, 1999 on the Daedalus Website. 
 

 

 

http://www.eduref.org/cgi-bin/printlessons.cgi/Virtual/Lessons/Language_Arts/Writing/WCP0003.html


Fractured Fairy-Tales !  And finally, for a more in depth creative writing experience, 

have your students rewrite a famous fairy tale.  Example:  What would happen if 

Goldilocks was allergic to porridge?  or How would the story change if Cinderella 

sprained her ankle at the ball?     

 

For more resources go to: 

http://www.creativewritingprompts.com 

http://www.darkwing.voregon.edu 

http://bogglesworldesl.com 

http://www.creative-solutions.com  

 

thank you! 

http://www.creativewritingprompts.com/
http://www.darkwing.voregon.edu/
http://bogglesworldesl.com/
http://www.creative-solutions.com/

