
Read-Aloud Comprehension Plan 
_________________________ Title of Book (Author) 

 

Guiding Questions 

What is the week’s 
focus strategy or 

skill? 
 

What is it? 

When/how is it used? 

Why is useful? 

List 3-4 words that 
might affect 

understanding. 

 

What will happen 
before the reading?  

What will happen 
during the reading?  

How will students 
respond after the 

reading? 
 

 



Sample Read-Aloud Comprehension Plan 
Katie Loves the Kittens by John Himmelman   

 

Guiding Questions 

What is the focus 
strategy or skill? 

Summarizing 

What is it? Summarization 
When/why is it useful? Good readers pay attention 
to the important parts of a story so they can 
remember it.  They “sum it up”.    
Good readers notice the parts of a story.  All 
stories have characters, a setting, a problem, and a 
solution  (chart paper).  Today let’s focus on the 
characters. 

List 3-4 words that 
might affect 

understanding. 

Kittens, control, excited 

What will happen before 
the reading? 

1.  Introduce cover & predict topic (think-pair-
share) 
2.  Today when we read Katie Loves the Kittens, I’m 
going to show you how I remember the important 
parts so I can “sum it up” when I’m finished.  Today 
let’s listen for three characters in this story.   

What will happen during 
the reading? 

Stop 1:  Wiggle your finger if you think you know 
who the 3 characters are.     
Stop 2:  Wiggle your finger if you know what the 
problem is. 
Stop 3:  Predict if Katie will be able to control her 
excitement (turn & share) 

How will students 
respond after the 

reading? 

Remind that good readers remember important 
parts.  Go over Sum It Up chart.  Focus on 
characters.  Draw 1 char from story to add to my 
chart. 
 

Vocabulary activity using: “control”.  Use hands to 
wag your tail (Katie was about to lose control) or go 
to sleep (control) to show a situations when you 
control yourself:*Katie first met the kittens   *making your 
bed  *taking a test   *opening presents on your birthday  
*running from a beehive   *walking to the bus  *eating 
breakfast    *Katie at end of story 



Comprehension Planner  

 
_______________________________ Title (Author)  

 

Menu of Choices Strategy        or          Skill 

What is the focus skill 
or strategy? 

 Predictions 
 Summarizing 
 Visualizing 
 Making connections 
 Monitoring for understanding 
 Questioning (ask & answer) 
 Graphic organizers 
 Develop vocabulary 

 Cause & effect 
 Drawing inferences 
 Main idea & noting details 
 Making judgments 
 Using prior knowledge 
 Character feelings/traits 
 Text structure  
 Other: 

List 3-4 words that 
might affect 
understanding. 

Choose sophisticated words central to story w/high utility 
4 easy vocabulary activities: 

 Sentence stem completion 
 Thumbs up or thumbs down 
 Child-friendly definitions 
 Draw & label 

What will happen before 
the reading? 

 Introduce the title, author and discuss cover or 
central topic. 

 Activate prior knowledge and vocabulary (if needed 
to understand book) 

 Set purpose for reading:  Today, I want you to 
practice/listen for/watch me/find out…. 

 Use chart paper or hand signals to practice 
skills/strategies 

What will happen during 
the reading? 

 Stop periodically (3x or less) to discuss and relate to 
purpose for reading & unfamiliar words/concepts. 

 Most importantly:  enjoy the book! 

How will students 
respond after the 
reading?      

 Discuss the book and take children’s 
questions/comments. 

 Record children’s thoughts on chart paper 
 Retell the story (act out, puppets, oral retelling) 
 Do a vocabulary activity with 1-2 words (see above) 
 Written or drawn response, e.g.,  draw your favorite 

character.  How did ___ solve the problem?   
 


